
Appendix 2
Mr Hawthorne

Thank you, Chairman and good evening Councillors.

Firstly, I wish to reiterate a series of key points.

The site is allocated in the Alton Neighbourhood Plan. In addition, outline planning 
permission has been granted for the proposed development. This permission 
included a condition which explicitly approves a series of documents submitted in 
support of the outline application, including a Landscape Visual Impact assessment, 
a design and access statement which, as the case officer just stated, includes a 
storey heights plan, and a phasing and master plan which details the developable 
area and the location of open space on the site. These are all documents considered 
and approved by the Council which set out clear parameters around which we have 
designed our scheme.

We know that you expressed concerns specifically about the development in the top 
northeast corner of the site, including the potential visibility of the built form in the 
landscape.

However, our proposed development in the north-east corner complies with the 
parameters set out in the approved document. Furthermore, the landscape visual 
impact assessment submitted with our outline already acknowledged that the 
proposed development would be ‘partially visible’ when viewed from Lumbry Park - 
the council have already accepted this by approving the outline consent and you 
have just seen you need to zoom in to really see anything. There is also no objection 
from the SDNP.

Following the meeting on the 20th November and your visit to the site, we have at 
our own behest made a number of significant improvements to the scheme to 
specifically address concerns raised by yourselves at the committee and site visit. 

These improvements include:

 The complete removal of the chalet bungalow at plot 135 and its associated 
parking. This means that the closest proposed built form to no. 32 Borovere 
Lane is now over 25 metres away.

 We have completely Redesigned plots 101/102 and 109/110 to reduce their 
eaves and ridge heights. Coupled with the new hedgerow planting, this will 
mean a significant reduction in built form being presented to no. 53.

To address further concerns, we have reduced the ridge of plot 133 by 900mm
These changes represent a significant commitment from us to address members 
concerns, and show how seriously we take the comments raised We have also 
noted some of the continued concerns from neighbours in respect of the revised 
proposals.

Firstly, in respect of the concerns raised about boundary treatments with properties 
on Borovere Lane, we are required by recommended condition 9 to submit details of 
any proposed hard or soft boundary treatments. We would be more than willing to 
discuss options for these with neighbouring properties.
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You may also be aware of some concerns regarding the effect of the development 
on properties at Greenacre Close. However, we are confident that our proposals will 
not have an unacceptable impact on these properties, which is a view shared by 
your planning officer. To reach this conclusion we have conducted detailed technical 
assessment, in compliance with the best practice guidance on Daylight and Sunlight 
prepared by the Building Research Establishment. You will hopefully have seen on 
the lighting diagram that the proposal does not breach the 25-degree line, which, as 
stated by the Guidance, means the proposed development is unlikely to have a 
significant effect on the skylight received by Greenacre Close. You will also have 
seen from the shadow diagrams produced in accordance with the BRE guidance that 
we do not overshadow the building at all.

To summarise, we have continued to listen to members and the local community and 
make further significant changes to the proposals in response to concerns raised. 

We would highlight that the site is allocated for 7 houses less than in the approved 
with 93% support, neighbourhood plan. Alton Town Council raise no objection to our 
proposals and have complimented us on the extent of changes made in response to 
community concerns. Finally, the proposals have the support of your officers, who 
recommend approval of the application.

I thank you for your time and attention, and I hope that you will support your Officer’s
recommendation.


